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the advice of Sir Alured Faversham, whose experience
of such matters is very great, I made a more exhaustive
examination than might have appeared necessary."
" Quite so, quite so/' said the coroner approvingly,
" The advice of a man like Sir Alured could not lightly
be disregarded/'
" So I felt, sir. Upon opening the body, I found
Certain characteristic appearances. Small extravasa-
ti^ns of blood were present under the epithelium of the
gastric mucous membrane, and the heart was distended
with blood of a bright red colour. On the exposed
surfaces of the body, that is to say the face and hands,
there were certain cherry-red spots, or rather stains/'
" And in your opinion, doctor, these appearances
point to death from the cause which you have men-
tioned?"
" They are characteristic of death from exposure to
extreme cold, sir/'
" And you found nothing which suggested a possible
alternative cause of death? No injuries of any kind, for
instance?"
" Nothing whatever, sir. The body was quite un-
injured, externally and internally. The organs were
perfectly normal, and were those of a healthy man.
Further, the deceased was well-nourished. By this I do
not mean that he possessed superfluous fat, but that there
were no symptoms of emaciation. It would appear,
however, that he had not partaken of food for some
hours before his death/*
"Thank you, Doctor Gainsford. Now, Sergeant
Blewitt, I should like to hear your statement."
Blewitt produced his documents and the dead man's
shirt, and told his story. The coroner listened to him,
nodding his head at intervals. He seemed perfectly
satisfied, and much impressed by the marking on the
shirt.